Name: Date: Block:

Age of Industry
Post Unit Thinking

Directions: Answer the essential questions using any prior knowledge you have.

You may not leave any question blank and “l don’t know” is not an acceptable
response. Use specific examples to support your thinking.

1. What were three effects (positive or negative) of massive immigration during the 19th
century?

2. Why do some historians call it an age of extremes?

3. Why were entrepreneurs, industrialists, and bankers such significant and controversial

figures in American politics and business in the late 19th century?

4. How did the rise of industry change America’s economy, society, and politics?

9. What does gilded mean? Why is this time sometimes called the Gilded Age?



Essential Skills:
e Write a Clear Claim

o Connect an event in history with a current event

Directions: Read the opposing viewpoints below. Type up and print out a two paragraph
(minimum) claim giving your own opinion on the issue. Be sure to include examples of

historical evidence to back up you claim.

Should English be declared America's national language?

A nation of immigrants considers the pros and cons of giving English official status.
"The New York Times Upfront | The News Magazine for High School.” The New York Times Upfront | The News Magazine for High School. Scholastic, Inc., 2014. Web. 07
May 2014. <http://teacher.scholastic.com/scholasticnews/indepth/upfront/debate/index.asp?article=d1023>.

YES

English is the official language of 51 nations and 27 states in
the United States. Last year, a Zogby International Poll found
that 85 percent of Americans supported making English the
official language of all government operations. Among
Hispanics surveyed, 71 percent supported this idea. This is
nothing new; many polls over the years have shown similar
numbers.

Speaking English is a guaranteed way for new immigrants to
succeed in school, increase their earning potential, and
enhance their career options.

This nation decided long ago that you must know English to
become a citizen. So there is no reason to offer government
services in foreign languages. In the same way that the Pledge
of Allegiance and the National Anthem bring this nation
together, English is something we share and should promote.
In 2001, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that Martha Sandoval, a
Mexican immigrant who had lived in the U.S. for 10 years
without learning English, could not sue Alabama because the
state did not offer foreign-language driver's license tests.
Other federal courts have held that there's no right to
foreign-language government forms, deportation notices, or
civil service exams. There are 30 years' worth of cases like
these.

Both the courts and America's citizens and immigrants have
sent a clear message: We must unite our country behind our
proud national language, help new immigrants advance by
learning it, and save taxpayer dollars by making English our
national language.

—Senator James M. Inhofe

Republican of Oklahoma

NO

English is our common language, but it is not the only
language spoken in the United States. Making English the
national language and relieving the government from its
responsibility of providing non-English speakers with language
assistance could have tragic consequences that would affect
the entire nation.

Throughout our history, the government and nonprofit
organizations like the National Council of La Raza (N.C.L.R.)
have helped immigrants learn English and successfully
integrate into society at all levels. (N.C.L.R. is the nation's
largest Hispanic civil rights and advocacy group.)

We at N.C.L.R. wholeheartedly agree that everyone should
know English. We'd be thrilled with legislation that devoted
substantial money to teaching English, but you cannot pass a
law declaring English the national language and magically
expect everyone to know the language overnight.

Making English our national language hampers the
government's ability to reach out, communicate, and warn
people in the event of a natural or man-made disaster such as
a hurricane, pandemic, or, God forbid, another terrorist attack.
That puts everyone's health and safety in jeopardy.

For hundreds of years, immigrants have come to America to
contribute to this great nation and work to fulfill the dream of a
better life for themselves and their families. If lawmakers
declare English the national language, they will be turning their
backs on this common dream as well as their responsibility for
the security and safety of the entire nation.

—Cecilia Muiioz

Vice President, National Council of La Raza




